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CHRISTIAN COURTESY EXEMPLIFIED IN THE 
CHARACTER OF THEOPHILUS. 


From an English Magazine, 
SHORT time ago, I paid 


a visit to an old friend at his res- 
idence in a remote part of the 
xingdom, whom I had not seen 
for-eighteen years, and I am dis- 
posed to think the narrative of 
the circumstances of that inter- 
view, and of the consequences at- 
tending y, will noc be uninterest- 
ing to yourself or your readers. 

My acquaintance with The- 
ophilus {for that is the title un- 
‘ei which I shall conceal the 
name of my friend) began at the 
university, which we entered and 
guitted nearly at the same time ; 
aay it was tmproved into an inti- 

macy iby an occasional inter- 
course-of several years. He was 
sensible, lively, affable, generous, 
and humane; but with these 
qualities he had one fault, which 
often made me tremble for its 
consequences, an impetuosity of 
temper, which ill brooked oppo- 
sition or restraint. In 1785 I 
left ee under a promise of 
writing to ‘Theophilus, which I 
never periormed, although I al- 
Ways retained a sincere regard for 
um, I returned to my native 
country at the close of the last 
century, and inquiring after the 


companion ot mv youth, ] learnt 
oD 
a“ & 


that, in eed he had succeeded 
to a large e: shire, 
and bad ever since lived inthe 
couniry, visiting the metropolis 
only when called to it by busi- 
ness of importance. 

Intending to surprise him by 
an early visit, | forbore writing 
to him, but from circumstances 
which it is unnecessary to pairtic- 
ularize, I had no opporunnity of 
executing my intention before the 
beginning of last September, 
when, without any previous no- 
tice, I repaired to his house. At 
“it the dis tance of three quarters 
of a mile from it, [I passed thro’ 
a village, which I.was informed 
had been estahiished by Thceoph- 
ilus; the neatness of the cotta- 
ges, and the appearance cf their 
inhabitants, bespoke industry, or- 
der, economy, and comfert. My 
name, as that of a perfect stran- 
ger, was announced .to him by a 
servant. I heard it repeated 
with a vivacity which convinced 
me that I was not forgotten, and 
that I should be a welcome visi- 
tor: in a moment afterwards niy 
friend took me by the hand, and 
his voice confirmed what his coun- 
tenance. expressed, that he was 
really glad to see me. 

We had chatted more than an 
hour, with alt the hilarity and in- 
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terest which a tenewed friend- 
ship, after long separation, in- 
spires, when we were most disa- 
greeably interrupted by rude 
noises at the gate : a Servant en- 
tering announced the arrival of 
some clamorous complainants, 

who required the interposition of 
my friend as a magistrate. He 
immediately arose, apologised for 
the necessity of attending his du- 
ty, and was preparing to leave 
the room, when I requested to 
accompany him. The parties 
stated their complaints,’ which 
had arisen out of a drunken 
brawl, with the greatest vehe- 
mence, although they were so 
trifling and ridiculous, that I 
could not suppress my vexation 
at the ill-timed intrusion. My 
friend, however, heard them, not 
merely with patience, but with 
complacency, and I admired the 
dexterity with which he soothed 
and composed the enraged oppo- 
nents, and the well adapted 1m- 
pressive admonition with which 
he discharged, after having re- 
conciled them. All _ this 
was done without any emotion, 
and with so much good humor, 
that I could not conceal my sur- 
prise. Theophilus, smiling, re- 
plied, “‘ You knew me at a time 
when [ should not have borne 
such a scene with so much com- 
posure ; but since our separation 
I have been studying morals and 


manners in that book, (pointing 


to one which I saw was a Bible) : 
in that,”’ continuing his discourse 
with a rising animation in his 
voice and eyes, ‘* there is a char- 
acter described, which no mortal 
can ever hope to equal, but which 
[ daily study, as a model of un- 
attainable, though imitable per- 
fection ; a character which com- 
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bines such dignity and condescen- 
sion, such sublimity and humility, 
so much forbearance under af- 
front, such patience under ill us- 
age, such love to God, and such 
good will to man, evinced by ha. 
bitual piety and philanthropy, 
that even men of the world are 
compelled to admire it, whilst 
those to whom it is given to under- 
stand it love and adore it. Im- 
agination never conceived a char- 
acter so amiable, so elevated.”’ 
From this and some other expres- 
sions I suspected that Theophilus 
had become a Methodist ; and the 
morning and evening use of fare 
ily prayer, with the general tenor 
of his conversation, so different 
from what it used to be, tended 
strongly to confirm the suspicion, 
although I saw nothing in his be- 
havior, or in that of his family, 
of the cant, precision, ,and for- 
mality attributed to people o: 
that denomination. The suspi- 
cion, however, {I now confess it 
with shame) abated somewhat of 
that cordiality which I felt on 
the first renewal of our intimacy ; 
but an intercouse of a few days 
completely annihilated it, and 
my admiration of his character 
and love of his person hourly in- 
creased. His deportment was su 
invariably courteous and kind, 
his conversation, though serious, 
was so free from gloom, so affa- 
ble and cheerful, his whole de- 
meanor was so graceful and en- 

gaging, that I never saw the char- 
acter of a fine gentleman more 
strikingly displayed than by him. 
Decorum, civility and politenes:, 
we expect, and usually find, in 
persons of a certain rank in life ; 
but in him they appeared the ex- 
pressions of innate benevolence. 
His complacency was without et 
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fort, the result of principle, the 
indication of a mind disciplined 
and composed ; and although 1 
knew that his thoughts were fre- 
quently occupied by business of 
urgent importance, which requir- 
ed intense consideration, I never 
saw him absent or embarrassed 
in society, or inattentive to con- 
versation, to which, without any 
appearance of dictating, he of- 
ten gave an improving and en- 
tertaining tone. But nothing 
struck me more forcibly than his 
behavior to young people; he 
seemed to feel that to be exten- 
sively useful to them he must 
possess their esteem and confi- 
dence, and as this was an object 
which he had constantly in view, 
he conciliated their attachment 
by a familiarity which never 
lessened their respect for him ; 
he would join them in the hours 
of recreation, participate their 
gaiety, and promote their inno- 
cent amusements; and without the 
repulsive formality of instruction 
contrived, even at those times, to 
impress upon their minds useful 
knowledge and important truths ; 
and when he assembled them, 


-as he often did, for the express 
' purpose of instruction, it was 


conveyed in such a mode that 
they seemed as anxious to receive 
it as he was willing to impart it, 
Nor was the society of Theophi- 
lus less agreeable to the aged ; 
the same behavior endeared him 
to them which conciliated the 
young : in short, as a master, a 
landlord, or a member of society, 
he was equally respected and es- 
teemed by his family, his ten- 
ants, and his neighbors, and the 
influence of his opinions and con- 
duct was beneficially felt wher- 
ever they were known. The em- 
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barrassed applied to him for ad- 
vice, the distressed for assistance, 
and the unhappy for consolation, 
and the sympathy which he felt 
and exhibited on such occasions, 
gave a grace to his generosity, 
and a softnes to his admonition, 
which gained the affections, as 
well as the gratitude of those 
whom he relieved. I regretted 
that I could not see him in the 
character of a husband and fath- 
er, but he had lost his wife three 
years before my visit to him, and 
the death of his only child had 
preceded that of its mother. 
When I visited Theophilus it 
was my intention to pass a 
few days only with him, but I 
was attracted by the irrestible fas- 
cination of his society to prolong 
my stay. I joined in all the dai- 
ly devotions of the family at first, 
rather (I will not disguise the 
truth) froma motive of confor- 
mity than from a sense of reli- 
gion. But it was impossible to 
be long in the company of The. 
ophilus without feeling the influ- 
ence of his character. The union 
of piety and external elegance is 
irresistible; in him they were 
united, beyond what I ever saw 
in any man, and it was evident 
that he had not learned polite- 
ness from the fashionable world 
only, but that it was the expres- 
sion of principle and feeling com- 
bined. The prayers which he 
used in the family were either 
those of our church, or compila- 
tions from the different services 
of it, or compositions of our best 
divines ; and they were uttered 
by him with so much unfeigned 
devotion, that it was impossible 
to hear them often without bein 
affected bythem. I had, in fact, 
become in love with religion be- 
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fore I knew what it was, for al- 
though my mind had not been 
indurated by the maxims of infi- 
del philosophy, I had never seri- 
ously considered the subject of 
revelation. 

Theophilus remarked ~with 
pleasure the traces of this altera- 
tion, he improved the opportuni- 
ty afforded him by it, of introdu- 
cing moral and religious topics of 
conversation, to which, in the 
first days of our renewed acquaine 
tance, I should have paid little 
attention ; and he led me insen- 
sibly to the perusal of books cal- 
culated to enlighten my under- 
standing, and awaken and alarm 
my apprehensions. Sometimes 
he would descant on the frivo- 
lous or vicious pursuits of the 
times, expatiate on the misery oc- 
casioned by them to individuals, 
families, and the nation ; or con- 
trast the turbulence and anxiety 
of a life of dissipation with the 
solid composure of a religious 
mind, and the dying despair or 
insensibility of the impenitent sin- 
ner, with the serene .confidence 
of the true believer. All this 
was done with so much judg- 
ment, that I felt its effect without 
perceiving the object of it. To 
shorten the narative, I had pas- 
sed a month with him, when one 
evening after he had read a dis- 
course to his family, which fur- 
nished the subject of our subse- 
quent conversation, he addressed 
me with an awful affecting seri- 
ousness, and in terms which I 
hall never forget. 

‘T love you, Edward, (said 
he) and I mean to give youa 
solid preof of my affection. 
Our frrendship began in youth, 
and was founded on the similari- 
ty of dispositions, which led us to 


tr 
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the same occupations and amuse- 
ments. Let the friendship of our 
declining years be cemented by 
the rational desire of promoting 
the eternal welfare of each other. 
Il now look back to the time 
when we passed our mornings 
and evenings together, in folhes 
and pleasures, as a period of de- 
lirium ; and whilst I tremble at 
the recollection of the dangers 
in which we were plunged by it, 
I adore with unspeakable grati- 
tude the mercy which rescueti 
me from it. To you I am bound 
to make this confession as an 
atonement for my criminality, in 
encouraging by my example and 
participation the thoughtless dis- 
sipation of your younger years, 
Ignorant of your situation abroad 
and unapprised even whether you 
were living or dead, what pain 
have I not felt from the recollec- 
tion of that period! and often 
have I raised my voice in prayer 
for you to the God of mercy, 
that he would look down upon 
you with compassion, and recal 
you from the dangerous courses 
in which you began the career of 
life. Most devoutly do I thank 
him, that he has afforded me an 
opportunity of telling you this 
myself ; most devoutly do I im- 
plore him, that under his good 
providence I may be the means 
of rescuing my friend from the 
mitery and destruction of sin. 
Eighteen years, the third part of 
our lives, have elapsed in absence 
from each other ; they have pas- 
sed like a dream; and the re- 
mainder of our allotted existence, 
be it more or less, will soon van- 
ish inthe same manner, and the 
question, which we cannot evade, 
will then be asked, how we have 
passed cur lives ? Have we lived 














1810.7 


al 

to the glory of God or to our- 
selves? What an alarming ques- 
tion to beings, who are creattd 
for an eternity of happiness or 
misery, deriving from nature a 
propensity to evil and aversion 
from good, with an incapacity in 
themselves to will or to do an 

thing pleasing to God. But the 
gracious Father of mankind has 
not placed his children in a state 
of remediless misery, he has not 
imposed obligations upon them 
which cannot be discharged ; and 
though we cannot save ourselves, 
he has provided a salvation for 
us. Peruse the volume of eter- 
nal life, which has been given tor 
our information; there the mys- 
tery of the redemption of man, 


ta 


which humau imagination could 


never have conceived, is plainly 
revealed. Ruined by sin, man 
must have perished forever, if 
the Son of God had not descend- 
ed from heaven and made atone- 
ment for the sins of the world. 
He has borne the burthen of our 
iniquities, and the gates of im- 
mortality are no longer barred 
against us. ‘Through faith in 
him we have access to the man- 
sions-of heavenly bliss, for he is 
the way, and the truth, and the 
life. But we cannot enter them 
with the pollutions of carnal de- 
Sires and appetites, with earthly 
Passions and affections ; our de- 
kires must first be spiritualized, 
our affections sanctified, our na- 
ture must undergo a purification, 
€ must become new creatures 
before we are meet to be partak- 
rs of the inheritance of the saints 
n light ; for this purpose a Sanc- 
iter is no less offered to man 
nan a Redeemer, who sheds his 
urifying influence upon those 
ho devoutly implore it, in the 
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name of Jesus. Thus redeemed 
and sanctified,- what a scene of 
glory opens to our view. The 

earth, with all its thrones and 

potentates, their dignitiee and 

splendors, fade before it like the 

shadows of the night before the 

rising sun. But itis a theme teo 

vast for mortal tongue, a vision 

too bright for human eyes,”’ 

Here Theophilus paused for a 
few moments, absorbed in con- 
templation of the divine wisdem 
and benevolence displayed in the 
redemption of man. 

‘© Such (continuing his dis- 
course} is the glorious hope 
which God in Christ has reveal- 
ed to us; it is no fiction of the 
imagination, but rests upon the 
immutable promise of the eternal 
Word, by whom the world was 
made. He calls upon ail men 
to accept it, and prescribes the 
indispensable conditions of repen- 
tance and faith. Believe and be 
saved; but faith, let it be re- 
membered, must ever be shewn 
in love to him evinced by obedi- 
ence to his commandments ; that 
love which will make the cuty of 
obedience easy and pleasant. ~ 

“ But the same Jesus has also 
declared this alarming truth, that 
there is a state of endless misery 
for those who reject the gracious 
offers of God through him ; who 
refuse to believe in their Saviour. 
Strive, my dear Edward, to es- 
cape it, whilst yet the hour of 
grace is givento you. The first 
step towards religion isa dceep 
humiliating conviction that you 
are a sinner, and as such, an of- 
fence to a holy God, whose eyes 
are purer than to behold inigui- 
ty ; this will lead you to the 
consideration how you are to es- 
cape his wrath, and to the‘inter- 
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posing mercy of Christ. May 
the divine grace impress this con- 
viction deeply on your heart; 
implore it in the name of Jesus ; 
put up your petitions also for un- 
derstanding to comprehend the 
great mystery of redemptien 
through a crucified Saviour, for 
repentance and faith ; and I will 
offer up mine that the Holy Spir- 
it may pour down upon you his 
illumination, and by his sanctify- 
ing influence renew you in that 
righteousness and holiness with- 
out which no man shall see the 
Lord.” 

The tears fell from his eyes as 
he concluded, and mine had be- 
dewed my cheeks whilst he was 
speaking. -He strained me to his 
bosom with an affectionate em- 
brace, and we Separated for the 
night. 

I was too much affected by 
his discourse to enjoy much re- 
pose, and although my mind was 
in some degree prepared for its 
impression, it excited a variety 
of ideas which I had never be- 
fore, or imperfectly, entertained. 
‘“‘Ifthis be true, in what condi- 
tion am I? Have I not lived 
without God in the world? a 
mere conformist to the practice 
of religion, without any knowl- 
edge of its spirit? What would 
become of my soul, if God this 
night should require it of me ?”’ 
Such amongst many others were 
the reflections which occurred to 
me. I felt a desire to pray, as 
well as the necessity of prayer, 
but Ff could scarcely utter more 
than repeated ejaculations. In 
the morning, though dejected, I 
was somewhat more composed, 
and I then confessed my sins to 
God, and implored his pardon in 
the name of Christ, with a devo- 
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tion which I had never before 
felt. I made no hesitation in 
communicating all my emotions 
to Theophilus ; he rejoiced to 
perceive them, and whilst he en- 
deavored to relieve my mind 
from despondency, earnestly in- 
culcated the duty of benefitting 
by the grace of God, which thro’ 
his means had been offered to 
me, as well as the danger of re- 
jecting it. 

You will anticipate the conclu- 
sion of my narrative: my inval- 
uable friend, who, by the bless- 
ing of God, sowed the seed of 
the word in my heart, never ceas- 
ed to water it and promote its 
growth. We daily read the 
scriptures together, he shewed me 
the connection between the Old 
and New Testament, pointed out 
the most remarkable prophecies 
which had been completed, par- 
ticularly those relating. to the 
Messiah ; explained difficult pas- 
sages, and noticed others as af- 
fording important subjects for 
meditation ; and he read the sub- 
lime strains of devotion in the 
scriptures with a rapturous ani- 
mation that seemed almost in- 
spired. 

How different do I now ap- 
pear to myself from what I was 
when I entered the house of The- 
ophilus. I look back with hor- 
ror to many scenes of my life, 
which I used to retrace with 
complacency ; and I feel more 
satisfaction from this contrition 
than I ever derived from that dis- 
sipation in which I formerly 
thought myself happy. Under 
a deep and humiliating sense of 
the iniquities of my past life, I 
take a delight in spiritual medi- 
tations, which, six month ago, J 
was incapable of conceiving. 
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look with trembling hope for 
pardon and redemption, through 
the atonement of a crucified Sav- 
iour ; and whilst, im humble de- 
pendance on the assistance of di- 
vine grace, I endeavor to work 
out my salvation with fear and 
trembling, I feel a joy and peace 
in believing, unknown before. 
Such, sir, iS my present state, 
for which, by the blessing of God, 
tT am indebted to Theophilus.— 
This narrative, if it have no oth- 
er effect, will exemplify the great 
importance of a conformity be- 
tween external manners and in- 
ternal rectitude. If, instead of 
appearing to me as he did, I had 
found my friend reserved, for- 
mal, and precise ;_ if he had not 
won my esteem by the kindness 
and urbanity of his deportment ; 
in short, if christianity in him 
had not appeared as amiable as 
his profession of it was sincere, 
though I might have respected 
his virtues, if I could have dis- 
covered them, I should probably 
have left his house after a few 
days residence in it, with the 
same mind with which I entered 
it. But I would not be under- 
stood, by any thing I have said, 
to depreciate from the worth of 
those plain, simple, unpolished 
characters, who bear the rich 
jewels of Christian faith and love 
in an unseemly casket. The re- 
ligion of Christ is, doubtless, 
made for the poor and uneducat- 
ed, as well as for the rich and 
polite. Its proper effect, howev- 
er, in all, is to produce that gen- 
uine politeness of manner which 
consists in. affability, kindness, 
courtesy, and condescension ; and 
although many are debarred 
ftom acquiring the easy and 
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graceful manners, and the exter. 
nal polish of Theophilus, yet the 
christian humility and christian 
love, which give to these their in- 
trinsic value, are equally attaina- 
ble by all who are truly religious, 
and ought to be uniformly ex- 
hibited in their conduct and con- 
versation. 

This last week has placed The- 
ophilus in a new point of view. 
He has been confined to his room, 
for the first time of his life, with 
a most painful disorder, which 
scarcely allows him sleep or re- 
pose. But his temper has suffer- 
ed no alteration ;_ placid, patient, 
and submissive, he bears the se- 
verity of disease without a mur- 
mur, and leaves the event to him 
with whom are the issues of life 
and death. There are intervals 
in which the fervor of devotion 
suspends the intensity of pain; 
and when he expatiates on the in- 
effable love and mercy of God, 
as revealed in Jesus, the anima- 
tion of his countenance bespeaks 
not only gratitude, but all the joy 
of hope. 7 

You will ask, sir, what are my 


feelings on this trying occasion : 


I know not how to deseribe the 
mixed sensations of grief, anxie- 
ty, admiration, fear, and affec- 
tion ; they are best expressed by 
my fervent prayers to God for 
his recovery. ‘The crowd of 
anxious inquirers, which sur- 
rounds his house, shews how ex- 
tensively he is beloved; and re- 
turning yesterday from _ the 
church, the humid eyes, despon- 
ding faces, and unsuppressed 
sighs of his friends and ncigh- 
bors, who explored my looks 
with penetrating anxiety, aifect- 
ed my heart in a manner which 
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I cannot describe. 
somewhat recovered, 


ration to health. 


He is now 

and we 
have a tar prospect of his resto- 
I trembie, 
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however, whilst I write; but 
would say, Thy will, O God, 
be done. 

ASIATICUS, 








THE SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE OF 
ELECTION STATED. 





IT’ isa very plainly revealed 
truth, of great importance in the 


christian system, that some of 


our fallen race were, ‘* from the 
beginning, chosen to salvation, 
through sanctification of the 
Spirit, and belief of the truth ;” 

ry elected, “according to the 
foreknowledge of God the l'a- 
ther, through sanctification, unto 
obedience, and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ.” It is 
not true as many secm to hoid, 
that some are chosen to salvation, 
because they were previously 
sanctified ; but, they were “ chos- 
en to salvation, through sanctili- 
cation.” They are elected, not 
because they were previously o- 
bedient; but, “ unto obedience.’’ 
As this doctrine of election makes 
the salvation of-sinners depend, 
not on him that willeth, nor on 
him that runneth, but, on the 
sovereign electing grace of God, 
it is very offensive. to the carnal 
heart, and has, perhaps, been op- 
posed with more unchristian zeal 
and virulence, than almost any 
otifer truth of the gospel. Nor 
lias it always been easy, even for 
apparently humble distiples of 
the Lord Jesus to perceive the 
entire coasistency of this, with 
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otherplainly revealedtruths. Per- 
haps, too, this doctrine has some- 
times been so stated, by very pi- 
ous and learned advocates for the 
doctrines of grace, in their zeal 
for the sovereignty of God, as to 
be an occasion of stumbling to 
their friends, while it has given 
their adversaries some advantage. 

A leading objection to this 
doctrine has ever been, that, if it 
be true, then no grace has been 
manifested to the non-elect,in the 
gift of a Saviour; inthe atone- 
ment he has made; or in the of- 
ier of salvation to them, in the 
gospel; whereas the scripture 
representation certainly is, that 
great grace has been manifested 
in these things. Could this ob- 
jection be fairly substantiated, 1t 
would, indeed, go so far towards 
invalidating the truth of the doc- 
trine. If, then, the doctrine be 
so stated, by its advocates, that 
this objection will lie, unan- 
swerably, against their statement, 
great advantage is given to the 
adversary. 

It has not been uncommon fot 
those, who have undertaken to 
defend the doctrines of grace, to 
represent the elect as being chos- 
en, not merel¥ as the scriptures 
express it, “to salvation, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth ;”? but, also, 
as chosen; that Christ might dic 
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for them, and make atonement 
for their sins, and for theirs only. 
But it must be very obvious, that, 
if the atonement made by Christ 
were for the sins of the elect only, 
then, in making the atonement, 
there could be no act of grace to 
the non-elect. Besides, if Christ 
were set forth a propitiation for 
the sins of the elect only, then, 
in what he has done and suffered, 
no provision has been made, in 
any sense, for the salvation of the 
non-elect; and, surely, then, 
there can be no grace in the gos- 
pel offer of salvation to them. 
In ghis case, were they even to 
repent and believe the gospel, 
they could not be saved by 
Christ. Against this view of 
election, therefore, it seems evi- 
dent, the objection must be valid. 
Hence we may Safely conclude, 
that this view of the docttine is 
not agreeable to scripture. It is 
readily concluded, however, that, 
had it seemed good in the sight 
of God to exercise his holy sove- 
reignty in this way, it could 
have been no ground of objec- 
tion against his glorious charac- 
ter. If, contemplating men 
merely as transgressors of his 
law, he had elected some, and 
determined to give his Soa to die 
for them only, leaving others to 
perish, without making any pro- 
vision for them, in any sense, he 
would have done the latter no in- 
justice. He might still have ap- 
peared glorious in holiness. But, 
what is contended for is, that, in 
this case, there could be no grace 
to the non-elect, in the gift of the 
Savior, in the atonement, made 
by him, or in an offer of salvation 
to them, through him, And, 
therefore, that it is evident shis is 
not the way, in which he Bas ex- 
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ercised his sovereignty, in regard 
to the redemption and salvation 
of sinuers. Because, according 
to the scriptures, he has done 
this in a way, which is consistent 
with a gracious offer of salvation 
to the non-elect. 

When we open the Bible, we 
there find, that *“* God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.” 
That Christ ‘‘ gave himself a ran- 
some for all.” That, by the 
grace of God he should taste 
death for every man. And that 
an apostle, addressing his chris- 
tian brethren, says, ** He is the 
propitiation for oursins ; and 
not for our sins only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world.” 
Accordingly, the gracious invi- 
tation 1s addressed to all, indis. 
criminately. ‘ Come unto me, 
ali ye that labor, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” 
“Whosoever will, let him take 
of the water of life freely.” And, 
the promise is, “ Him that com- 


eth to.-me, I will in no wise cast 


out.” Weare also plainly 
taught, that, if sinners now per- 
ish, it will be, not because no a- 
tonement has been made for their 
sins, and no door of salvation c- 
pened before them ; but, because 
they will not come unto Christ, 
that they might have life. Itis 
“‘he, who believeth not,’? who 
‘‘ shall be damned.” In all this, 
it is evidently implied, that there 
is great grace manifested, even 
to those who will finally perish, 
in the provisions of the gospel, 
and in the offer of salvation to 
them. Unquestionably, the 
Sefipture doctrine of election per- 
feéely harmonizes with  theve 


ro RB. 




















































things, and is, therefore, consist- 
ent with this manifestation of 
grace to the non-elect. 
Those who urge the objection 
iN question, against the doctrine 
of election, sometimes concede, 
and no one, surely, cam reasona- 
bly deny, that, had God sent his 
Son into the world, to die, and 
make atonement for,the sins of 
all men, and had he offered sal- 
vation to 2ll men, on the terms 
on which it is offered in the gos- 
pel, without doing: any thing 
more to effect their salvation, this 
would have been an act of grace, 
even though all had refused the 
offer, and perished in their sins. 
Now, whatever may be the truth, 
respecting election, so much at 
least, God has actually done. 
He has given his Son to die, as a 
propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world ; and, through him, 
salvation is freely offered. The 
invitation given is universal. It 
is-also true, that, this being done, 
sinners universally reject the sal- 
vation offered. They all, with 
ane consent, begin to make excu- 
ses, and will not come unto 
Christ, that they may have life. 
Hence, if nothing more were 
done, to effect the salvation of sin- 
ners, they would all certainly 
perish togethers - Unless God 
were pleased to make farther dis- 
plays of grace, to these rebellious 
and ungrateful creatures, not one 
of them would be saved. If, in 
these circumstances, God were 
pleased to send forth his Spirit to 
renew: the hearts of ali’men, and 
to grant them repentance unto 
salvation, this would be anather 
great display of grace td all ; but 
it would neither increase, nor di- 
minish, the grace, which he has 
already manifested, in giving his 
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Son to be a propitiation for their 
sins, and offering salvation to 
them, through him. This would 
remain the same. If, then, in- 
Stead of sending his Spirit to re- 
new the hearts of all men, and to 
bring them into a state of salva- 
tion, he be pleased to send him 
to renew the hearts of part of 
them only, and to grant salva- 
tion unto them, leaving others to 
follow the natural inclinations of 
their hearts, and to continue in 
their ungrateful rejection of 
Christ, and his salvation ; here is 
another wonderful act of grace 
to those, in whom this good work 
is effected, in which those, who 
are left to their own chosen way, 
donot share. Stil, however, the 
gracealready manifested to them, 
in the gift of a Savior, in the a- 
tonement he has made, and in 
the offer of salvation to them, re- 
mains the same. It is not di- 
minished, surely, by the farther 
displays of grace, which God is 
pleased to make, in the actual 
salvation of others. What God 
does for others, lays no bar in 
the way of their ‘coming to Christ, 
and obtaining salvation. Noth- 
ing hinders this, but the wicked 
perverseness and obstinacy of 
their own evil hearts. Now, this 
representatian is not mere hy- 

pothesis ; it is according to fact. 

As has been stated already, men 

are all sinners, and under con- 
demnation. Christ has been set 
forth a propitiation for the sins 
of the whole world. ‘Through 
him, salvation is freely offered ; 
and, whén offered, it is universal- 

ly and most ungratefully reject- 
ed. “In ‘view of these ciscum- 

stances, God says, concerning 


the ungrateful and guilty race. 
“] wilh have’ mercy on whom } 
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will have mercy.” He sends his 
Spirit, to renew the hearts of 
some, and to form them “ vessels 
of mercy prepared unto glory ;” 
and he leaves others to their own 
choice, who continue to reject the 
salvation offered, and after their 
hardness, and impenitent heart, 
treasure up unto. themselves 
wrath, against the day of wrath, 
and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God. Thlise, on 
whom God thus has mercy, are 
the elect. They are ‘¢ chosen un- 
to salvation, through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and belief of 
the truth.” But, the election is 
made, not from among men, 
viewed merely as transgressors 
ef the law, and under condemna- 
tion; but, from among men, 
viewed as having rejected salva- 
tion, when graciously offered.— 
Hence, it is not an election of 
some, that Christ might die for 
them in particular, while, in mak- 
ing atonement, others are passed 
by ; but, it is an election of 
some, from among all, for whom 
atonement has been made, and 


who have refused to obey the - 


calls of the gospel, ‘ unto obedi- 
ence, and sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ.” 

But, here, some may inquire, 
What, then, becomes of eternal 
election? The answer is easy. 
‘“ Known unto God are all his 
works, from the beginning of the 
world.” The election of some 
unto .salvation, therefore, was 
“from the beginning.” Those, 
whom God blesses “with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places,” or things, “in Christ,”’ 
he so blesses, ‘* according as he 
bath chosen” them “ in him, be- 
fore the foundation of the world, 
that” they “ should be holy, and 
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without biame before him in 
love.” But, though they were 
“‘ chosen before the foundation of 
the world,” the choice was made 
in view of such circumstances as 
God foresaw would actually ex- 
ist. ‘Those, who would have it 
that some were chosen, not only 
to Salvation, but that atonement 
might be made particularly for 
them, must admit, that, in mak- 
ing the election, God contem- 
plated men as fallen, and under 
concemnation. What is now 
contended for is, that he contem- 
plated them, not merely as fallen, 
and under condemnation ; but, 
as fallen creatures, to whom sal- 
vation has been offered, and by 
whom it has been rejected. 
These different views of the 
subject assign to election differ- 
ent places, in the order of divine 
purposes. [tis true, the purpos- 
es of God, being all eternal, are 
necessarily coexistent. In the or- 
der of time, no one purpose could 
have existence, in his all compre- 
hensive mind, prior to another. 
In the order of nature, however, 
one divine purpose may be con- 
sidered as preceding another. 
The purpose to give existence to 
men, for example, must have 
been prior, in the order of nature, 
to the purpose of giving Christ 
te redeem and save men. Ac- 
cording to those, who maintain 
that some were elected, that 
Christ might die for them, in par- 
ticular, the order of nature, in 
the divine purposes effecting the 
salvation of men, must be as fol. 
lows: God determined to create 
men ; {oreseeing that they would 
fall into sin, he determined to 


give his Son to die for some of 


them only ; and then made his 
election of the mdividuals, to 
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whom this favor should be gran- 
ted. But, as the sudject has now 
been contemplated, the order is 
this ; God determined to create 
men ; foreseeing that they would 
fall into sin, he determined to 
give his Son to be a propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world, 
and that, through him, salvation 
should be freely offered, only on 
condition of repentance and faith 
in Christ ; and, foreseeing that 
the gracious offer would be, uni- 
versally, ungratefully rejected, he 
said, “I will have mercy, on 
wWhaeh I will have mercy,” and, 
accordingly, chose some ‘ unto 
salvation through sanctification 


of the Spirit, and belief of the. 


truth.”? 

The order, first stated, not on- 
ly leaves no room for any mani- 
festation of grace, in the.offer of 
salvation, to the non-elect ; but 
it gives Opposers opportunity to 
urge against the doctrine of e- 
lection, arguments drawn from 
such parsages of scripture, as 
sneak of the atonement of Christ 
as made for the sins of all, and 
from those, also, in which the in- 
vitations of the gospel are ad- 
dressed to all, with very great 
effect, if not unanswerably. Be- 
sides, it does not well harmonize 
with the order of events. 

Against the order last stated, 
no such objections can lie. It 
takes out of the hands of oppos- 
ers all arguments drawn from 
the universality of the atonement, 
and the general invitations of the 
gospel, and leaves them, in pro- 
ducing these arguments, to fight, 
“as one that beateth the air.” 
For, the universality of the atone- 
ment, and the general invitations 


of the gospel notwithstanding, 
L£ 


sinners reject the offer of salva- 


on 1 Gor. iv. 9- 
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tion, and, from among those who 
reject, God has chosen some to 
salvation ; and his purpose, ac- 
cording to election, must stand. 
It perfectly harmonizes, also, 
vith the order of events. Man 
was created before he fell; he 
fell, before salvation was offered, 
through Christ; salvation was 
offered, before rejected ; and it 
was rejected, before the Spirit 
was sent to ete a “all 
spiritual blessings some, 
“‘ according as t ey were chosen 
in Christ, before the foundation 
of the world, that they should be 
holy.”?. According to this view 
of the subject, too, there is the 
Same grace manifested to the 
non-elect, as to the elect, in the 
gift of a Saviour, im the atone. 
ment, which he has made, by his 
obedience, and sufferings, and 
death, and in the offer of salva. 
tion. But, when all ungrateful- 
ly refuse the salvation offered 
God has “mercy on whom he 
will have mercy ;” and it is 
true, that, in their election to sal- 
vation ; in the renovation of their 
hearts ; in being enabled to per- 
severe in holiness, and in being 
brought home to glory, the e- 
lect do receive, from the fulness 
there is in Christ, and “ grace up. 
on grace,” in which the non-ele 
do not share. 
TROPHIMUS. 


THOUGHTS ON 1. Cor. iv. 9. 


For we are made a spectacle to 
the world, and to angels, and 
to men. 


ERSONS, in conspicuous 
St insti; or in periious circvm- 
stances, always attract attention. 
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The apostles were called to 
endure a series of the most mor- 
tifying afflictions, and bitter per- 
secutions, for the cause of Christ ; 
and the greater part, if not all 
of them, at length, suffered mar- 
tyrdom. The words above quo- 
ted have a primary reference to 
their sufferings, and were writ- 
ten in allusion to the bloody 
spectacles in the Roman amphi- 
theatres, where men were expos- 
ed to fight with wild beatts, or 
to cut one another in pie¢es, to 
make diversion for the populace. 
In such cases, the victor did not 
escape with his life, buf was on- 
ly reserved for another combat, 
and must at last be devoured or 
cut in pieces. 

While these combats were ex- 
hibited, the ampitheatres were 
crowded with spectators, who 
viewed with admiration the 
bloody encounters, and the trag- 
ical end of the combatants. 

Thus, by the appointment of 
God, the apostles were brought 
out, as a show, or spectacle. 
And, although the text primarily 
respected the apostles, it has, 
doubtless, an important applica- 
tion to all, who profess the reli- 
gion of Christ. They area 
spectacle to the world, and to 
angels, and to men. 

1, They are a spectacle to 
angels. 

The angels are not indifferent 
spectators of any of the works of 
God. Though they dwell in his 
immediate presence, and contin- 
ually behold his glory, yet their 
Capacities are finite ; and they 
cannot by searching find out 
God. Hence there is reason to 
believe; their capacities are con- 
ttnually enlarging, and they are 
making new discoveries of God, 
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from the contemplation of his 
works. But nothing, probably, 
has so much excited their won. 
der, or so greatly engaged their 
researches as the mystery of re- 
demption by the blood of the 
cross. The things reported by 
them, who have preached the 
gospel, with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from’ heaven, saith the 
apostle, the angels desire to-look 
into. They, therefore, are con- 
tinually cbserving and rejoicing 
in the success of the gospel. 
There is foy, says our Savior, 
in the presence of the angels of 
God, over one sinner that repen- 
teth. If the angels behold with 
transports of joy, the repenting 
sinner, they view with no less 
satisfaction, his progressive sanc- 
tification, and daily growth in 
grace. ‘They notice him in all 
his conflicts, and rejoice in every 
advantage he gains over his spir- 
itual enemies. 

Not only do the angels behold 
the warfare of the christian, but 
they are assistants in the warfare. 
Hebrews 1.14, Are they not 
all ministering Spirits, sent forth 
to minister for them, who shall 
be heirs of salvation, In what 
way their assistance is afforded, 
we cannot tell. But the passage 
cited fully proves that they do 
in some way, subserve the inter- 
est of the christian. When our 
blessed Lord, pressed with the 
burden of our sins, agonized in 
the garden, we are told there ap- 
peared an angel from heaven, 
strengthening him. And who 
can tell that angels are not often 
sent to the christian, in the time 
of his conflicts, on the same kind 
errand. Their being invisible is 
no objection against the idea : 
for such a spirit must necessarily 
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be invisible, unless it assumes 
some bodily form. Nor can the 
imperceptibility of their commu- 
nications be an objection ; for 
we know not. the manner, in 
which Spirits communicate with 
each other. And it is highly 
probable that a disembodied spire 
zt may communicate with a spir- 
it confined to a body, unperceiv- 
ed by the latter. Be this as it 
may, we are fully warranted to 
believe, that the angels in heav- 
én are well acquainted with the 
affairs of men, and take a special 
interest in every thing, which 
concerns the salvation of souls, 
and the prosperity of the Re- 
deemer’s. kingdom. They be- 
hold. with joy, the prodigal re- 
turning to his Father’s house ; 
they minister for them, who shall 
be heirs of salvation, - They re- 
joice to behold their zeal in their 
Savior’s cause; their vigorous 
opposition to the powers of dark- 
ness; their patience and resigna- 
tion in the midst of afflictions ; 
their penitential sorrows, and the 
foretas stes they experience of 
heavenly joys. 
2. The professors of chris- 
tianity are a spectacle, not only 
to angels, but to men. The 


world is perpetually gazing 
upon them. 
They are appointed, or set 


forth, by Christ, to be a spectacle 
to the world. They are desig- 
nated as the light of the world. 
Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your 
Father, who is in heaven. Ye 
are the light of the world. A 
city that is set on a hill cannot be 
tud. Christians are designed: to 
reflect the rays of that Savior, 
whose image they bear. They 





(Jur. 


are setup as a spectacle, or show, 
to exhibit to the world the divine 
powers and efficacy of the gospel. 
They are designed to manifest, 
that the religion of Christ actual. 
ly does transform the soul: That, 
when it takes up its residence, 
it does produce a_ real cordial 
love to objects, which before were 
hated and opposed: That it does 
produce disinterested love to God 
and our neighbor: ‘That it 
does teach the subjects of it to 
regard others’ prosperity and 
happiness as theirown: That it 
does instruct and constrain them 
to do good to all, as they have 
opportunity ; to love their ene- 
mies, to do good, and lend, ho- 
ping for nothing again: That it 
does inspire a spirit of meekness 
and humility, and dispose its sin- 
cere votaries, in lowliness of 
mind, to esteem others better than 
themselves: That it does pro- 
duce a contempt of the world, 
and fix the affections on héavealy 
objects: That it does produce 
contentment under the alotments 
of Divine Providence, and yield 
an unfailing support in the hour 
of affliction. For these purposes, 
christians are set up for a Specta- 
cle to the world. 

But there are; several reasons 
why the professors of religion are 
regarded by the world as a spec- 
tacle. If they strictly adhere to 
the laws of Christ, many will re- 
gard them as a spectacle, on ac- 
count of their singularity. Many 
will think it a shame that they 
run not with them to the same 
excess of riot. Some will be ready 
to enquire, what is thy beloved 
more than another beloved ? 
Some will account all their re- 
ligious affections, and experience 
to be the madness of enthusizsm. 
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Others will complain of them as 
being unreasonably strict, and 
precise. What harm, they will 
exclaim, can there be in a little 
relaxation ? What harm in civil 
amusement ? ” 

Others will regard the pro- 
fessors of religion as a spectacle, 
on account of their holy vocation. 
They know that christians are 
called with an 4igh and holy calling; 
That they have sworn to be for 
God,and for none other; that they 
have engaged to pay an evangel- 
ical obedience to the commands of 
God, and always to seek his glo- 
ry. Knowing this, they regard 
every professor of religion as a 
spectacle. They watch his con- 
duct, in every place, in every 
company, to see if he indeed de 
what he professestobe. If they 
find his conduct inconsistent with 
his profession, they doubt not on- 
ly of his sincerity, but of the di- 
vine reality of christianity itself. 
They are told that religion not 
only requires abstraction from 
the world, but that it elevates the 
soul above the world, They look 
again on the professors of this re- 
ligion. If they find them as 
much attached to the world and 
its vanities as others ; if they dis- 
cern no evidence of a heart set on 
things above, they doubt whether 
all be not a delusion. They are 
told that christians are running 
a race, and the prize 1s an eternal 
crown. Such persons must needs 
be aspectacle. The world look 
on. ‘i’hey enquire whether pro- 
fessors do in fact seek those things 
which are above. 

Again, the professed followers 
of Christ are a spectacle to the 
world on account of the relation 
they sustain. ‘They are, by pro- 


Mssion, sons of God. If a person 
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pass through the country, whe 
is artelation of some renowned 
character, how much is he noti- 
ced! Wherever he passes, he is 
a spectacle. If, then, persons are 
called by the name of God, and 
professedly allied to him in the 
nearest of all relations, will they 
not be a spectacle ? 

Further, the professed follow- 
ets of Christ’ are regarded asa 
spectacle by those, who watch 
for their halting, and are glad, 
when they stumble. ‘The wick- 
ed are said to eat up the sins of 
God’s people, as they eat bread, 
They delight to find octasions 
against them, and whenever they 
find, that a professor has wan- 
dered in forbidden paths, they 
feel their own hands strengthen- 
ed in iniquity. They blas- 
pheme that worthy name by 
which he is cailed, and, exult- 
ing in the idea, that christians 
are no better than others, they 
are emboldened to bid defiance to 
the threatenings «of the Bible, 
and to rush precipitately on, 
in the way of their hearts, and 
in the sight of their eyes. 

Once more, The professors of 
religion are a spectacle to those, 
who, although unregenerate, are 
under serious impressions. A. 
person of this description al- 
ways turns his eye on the pro- 
fessors of religion. If he dis- 
cover evidence of their sincerity 
in the purity of their lives, he 
actually applies to them for az 
sistance and advice. ‘hus the 
professed disciples of Christ are 
ever a spectacle. © Wherever 
they are, however employed, 
they are a spectacle to the 
world, and to angels; and to 
men. 
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The preceding ideas lead us to 
remark, 

1. How important it is, that 
those, who profess religion, should 
live a religious life. God. has 
appointed them as a spectacle to 
the world. He has designated 
them as a show, to exhibit an ex- 
ample, a living example, of the 


power and efficacy of the gospel, 


and to reflect the rays of his own 
image. He has seen fit to hold 
them up, as the light of the 
world, and to characterize them 
as the salt of the earth. If then 
they do not live the religion of 
the gospel, will not the light of 
the world be extinguished ? And 
if there be no savor in the salt, 
what will become of the unsavo- 
ry mass? If professors live like 
the rest of the world, and are dis- 
tinguished from them by profes- 
sion only, how pernicious is their 
influence !| How dishonorable to 


the cause of Christ, and how de- 


structive to the souls of men !— 
Their light is but darkness, and 
how great is that darkness ! 

2. How criminal are those, 
who endeavor to prevent profes- 
sors from living a life of holiness 
und self-denial ! 

Irreligious persons frequently 
endeavor to draw professors, es- 
pecially if connected with them in 
society, or family relations, into 
a conformity to their own habits 
and manners. But those, who 
do this, are using their exertions 
to extinguish that light, which 
God has appointed to illuminate 
this benighted world. They are 
using their influence to bring on 
professors, perhaps on those 
whom they most love, the dread- 
ful curse of causing the biind to 
wander out of the way. Cer- 
tainly such are the enemies of all 
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happiness, opposed to the king- 
dom of righteousness and peace, 
in league with Satan, and at a- 
greement with hell, How seri- 
ously ought such persons to re- 
flect on the part they are acting ! 
What can they expect, when God 
shall arise to make inquisition for 
blood ! 

To conclude, Let the profes- 
sed followers of Christ be exhort- 
ed, in a view of the preceding 
thoughts and reflections, to main- 
tain, in their lives, a strict adhe: 
rence to the commands of Christ. 
Consider, you who have taken or 
yourselves the vows of God, that 
you are a sfeciacie to the world, 
and to angels, andtomen. An- 
gels are witnesses of all your con- 
duct. Charmed with the won- 
ders of the Savior’s cross, they 
look, with more than an inquisi 
tive eye, to See how you bear it 
after him! | For your encour- 
agement, remember, they are 
ministering spirits for those, who 
shall be heirs of salvation. They 
rejoice in your joy, they sympa. 
thize in your sorrows. 
trausport they behold every addi- 
tion that 1s made to r 
ber, and all the progress you 
make in your spiritual journey. 
They gaze, with delightful won 
der, on the tender compassion o- 
God, exercised towards you, 1 
first giving his Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for your sins, in after- 
wards calling you by his spiritua! 
grace from darkness to light, in 
bearing with your infirmities, and 
continually supporting you un- 
der yourtrials. And,oh! were 
they capable of grief, how wouid 
their hearts be pierced with sor- 
row, should you dishenor that 
God they so ardently love ! 

But you are a spectacle to the 
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world. Consider how much the 
precious cause of the Saviour is 
concerned in the life you live. 
Every time you depart from the 
rule of your duty, by any unlaw- 
ful indulgence, by any unbecom- 
ing levity, by any violation of 
civil contracts, by any evil speak- 
ing, by any advantage taken of 
another m your dealings, by any 
Neglect to perform punctually 
your promises, by any neglect of 
duty to God, or benevolence to 
man, you wound your Saviour, 
you bring a reproach on his 
cause—on that cause which you 
have publicly and solemnly en- 
gaged to support and defend, e- 
Wen at the risk, if called, at the 
expense of your own lives. You 
¢ause the blind to wander out of 
the way. You give great occa- 
sion to the enemies of the Lord 
to blaspheme that worthy Name, 
by which you are called. How 
circumspectly then ought you to 
live! What great need you have 
to be equipped with the whole 
armour of God! How much 
will you need God’s quickening 
grace! How vastly important, 
that you always be sober, and 
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watch unto prayer. The honor 
of God is depending, the welfare 
of souls around you is depending, 
the welfare of your own souls ts 
depending on the life you live. 
O, then, be faithful unto death ! 
Watch and pray that ye enter not 
into temptation. Guard your 
hearts, guard your eyes, bridle 
your tongues. Remember, your 
enemies are subtle, numerous, 
powerful. And remember tov, 
the most formidable foe is with- 
ine <A proud, selfish, deceitful 
heart you will always have to 
oppose. Nor will you, in your 
own strength, be able to make 
any effectual resistance. Place 
your dependence, then, on Christ 
alone. In his strength you may 
do all things. | Pray without 
ceasing. The prayer of faith 
will prevail. It will procure 
that strength from. above, which 
will preserve the Christian from 
the wiles of the devil, the blan- 
dishments of the world, and the 
deceit of his own heart, and, 
at length, lead him into eternity, 
m the likeness of Christ. : 


PHILANDER, 
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From the Christian Observer. 


HINTS ON THE REVERENCE DUE 
TO SACRED THINGS. 


TRUE religion extends to ev- 
ery part of our conduct, and will 
appear in none more remarkably 
than in those in which the gener- 
al custom of the world would al- 
zc 


low us, without censure, to devi- 
ate from the strict line of Chris- 
tian practice. In what I shall 
say therefore on the subject of 
the reverence with which we are 
bound to treat sacred things, [ 
shall not dwell upon the grosser 
violations of this duty, as perjury, 
blasphemy, profane swearing and 
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cursing, but rather upon those 
acts of irreverence which men are 
apt to commit without any re- 
morse, or any deep sense of guilt, 
and in the avoiding of which the 
conscientious circumspection of a 
Christian will manifestly appear. 

Every real Christian is penetra- 
ted with a deep sense of the ma- 
jesty, the greatness, and the glo- 
ry of the Supreme Governor of 
the world. He sees his obliga- 
tions to him to be infinite; he 
looks therefore towards him with 
emotions of the most grateful af- 
fection, tempered with awe and 
veneration. And this sense of 
the greatness and excellence of 
God will extend itself to every 
thing relating to Him; to His 
name, to His worship, to His reve- 
lation, to His providence ; so that 
a real Christian will think and 
speak of all these with a-degree 
of caution and reverence which 
will not fail to manifest the piety 
of his heart. ‘Thus our blessed 
Lord forbids not only swearing 
by the name of God, but by any 
thing else, because nothing could 
be found which did not bear some 
relation to him. Swear not by 
heaven, for it is God’s throne, 
nor by the earth, for it is his foot- 
stool, nor by Jerusalem, for it is 
his city ; nor by thine head, since 
thou hast no power to make one 
hair black or white: he created 
thee and makes thee what thou 
art. 

I do not suppose that any per- 
son who makes the smallest pre- 
tensions to religion, would direct- 
ly swear by the tremendous name 
of the most High God ; but the 
reasoning of our Lord requires us 
to avoid all approximation to any 
thing like it. We must not make 
use Of expressions which, howey- 
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er innocent they may now appear, 
were originally modes of profane 
swearing. We should beware e- 
ven of vehemence and unnecessa- 
ry attestations of the truth, res 
membering that it is our duty to 
avoid even the appearance of e- 
vil, and to give full weight to the 
words of our Lord and Savior, 
‘‘ Tet your communications be 
yea, yea, nay, nay, for whatsoever 
ismore than these cometh of evil.’” 

The reverence which is due to 
the sacred name of God will man- 
ifest itself by the manner in which 
we always mention it. It is re- 
lated of Mr. Boyle, that he never 
pronounced this great and holy 
name without a distinct pause, 
which should enable him to call 
to his recollection the glory and 
majesty of Him whose name he 
was going to repeat ?_ pro- 
nouncé it with suitable sentiments 
of awe and reverence. How does 
this reprove the very culpable 
negligence, to call it by no worse 
title, of those who, te express 
their surprise or embellish their 
discourse, will introduce the sa- 
cred names of our God & our bles- 
sed Redeemer, in so light and ir- 
reverent a manner as makes it 
difficult to conceive that they en- 
tertain any real veneration for 
them. 

Every real Christian will not 
only abhor profaneness, but he 
will take care that there is noth- 
ing bordering upon profaneness in 
his common discourse. He will 
manifest a guarded circumspec- 
tion on all subjects which bear 
even a distant relation to holy 
things. Thename even of Satan, 
that adversary of our souls, 
whose power is represented in 
Scripture as $0 awfully fatal to 
many of our fellow creatures, 
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he will not use in so light a 
manner as to lessen the just 
dread which we ought to feel 
of his power, and to diminish 
our abhorrence of his character 
as the chief of transgressors a- 
gainst God. The holy /anguage 
also of Scripture willbe regarded 
by him with the reverence which 
is due to the word of God, and 
to the high and important sub- 
jects of which it treats) He 
will not indulge his sportive fan- 
cy in trivial allusions to holy 
writ; nor will he sacrifice to a 
jest or merry conceit the rever- 
ence which ought to be ever felt 
and expressed for writings inspi- 
red by the Spirit of God, and 
containing the great charter of 
our salvation. All subjects con- 
nected with holy things will con- 
tract, in his opinion, a degree of 
holiness which will prevent any 
wanton, vain, or trifling perver- 
sion of them. 

A real Christian will not only 
avoid speaking reproachfully a- 
gainst religion, but he will guard 
against every expression which 
may indirectly give occasion to 
others to think less highly of that 
supremely important subject.— 
How many persons are there who 
expose the faults and infirmities of 
those who make a professicn of relig- 
ion in such a way, as to leave an 
impression on the minds of those 
who hear them, that religion is a 
very inefficacious thing, and that 
perhaps it is better to make no 
profession of it at all. It may 
be said, indeed, that they blame 
Only the faults of those who pro- 
fess religion, and not religion it- 
self. | But this distinction is sel- 
dom so plainly established as to 
be very visible to common minds ; 
nor is there always that tender- 
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ness shewn toward religious char. 
acters which a fear of wounding 
the interests of religion would in- 
spire. There is also a common 
practice of sneering or joking a- 
bout religion, the manifest ten. 
dency of which is to lessen its 
importance. Against this prac- 
tice, therefore, every one really 
sensible of its importance will 
studiously guard. This is the 
more incumbent on them, be- 
cause the interests of religion 
have sustained infinitely greater 
injury from this indirect and in- 
sidious mode of attack than from 
fair argument and open hostility. 
It was in this way that the infi- 
dels of France were successful. 
Few could comprehend a labor- 
ed argument ; few would at- 
tend toit; but all could laugh 
at a merry story or, a piece of 
wit, the evident tendency and ef- 
fect of which was, whatever 
might be its professed object, to 
represent religion, or some of its 
observances, in a ludicrous point 
of view. It becomes, therefore, 
the duty of every Christian to 
consider what may be the indi. 
rect effect of his words before he 
utters them, and to reflect whe- 
ther they may not be taken by 
others in a sense which he does 
not intend ; thus guarding as far 
as he can against the possibility 
of evil. 

A Christian will not only not 
speak blasphemously against the prov- 
idence of God, but he will be watch- 
ful that he does not so speak as to 
lead others to think less honora- 
bly and justly of the divine su- 
perintendence. There is a way 
of speaking of events in which 
so much surprise may be expres- 
sed at the prosperity of the wick- 
ed, such unguarded reflections 
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made on the mixture of good and 
evil in life, as to leave a doubt on 
the minds of the hearers, whether 
God at all directs the affairs of 
the world, or whether he pays a- 
ny regard to the cause of the 
righteous. A truly good man 
on the other hand, who is deeply 
convinced of the wisdom and rec- 
titude of the divine conduct, and 
accustomed often to reflect on 
the righteous constitution of the 
moral government of the world 
in its present fallen state, will so 
speak of the events which occur 
in it, as to shew not only his firm 
belief of the divine agency, but 
also of the wisdom and justice 
with which it is exerted ; so that 
the minds of the hearers may 
rather be reconciled to the dis- 
pensations of Providence than 
shocked at them, and their doubts 
of the divine goodness may be 
removed instead of being streng- 
thened, No person indeed who 
professes religion can be suppos- 
ed to doubt or deny the agency 
of God, but the true Christian 
will take care never to speak in 
such a way asto conceal Him 
from the view. He will be care- 
ful to give Him the glory due to 
his name. © He will studiously 
ascribe to Him every thing good 
and excellent. Does he speak 
of the fall of an empire, the e- 
vent of a battle, the death of a 
great man? He will not rest in 
second causes, but take the op- 
portunity of making a distinct 
reference to the power, the jus- 
tice, or the supreme will of the 
Almighty, as displayed m the 
transaction. Does he speak of 
the success with which his own 
endeavors have been crowned ? 
He will be very careful not to 
ascribe it to himself, but mcdest- 
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ly and gratefully express his obli- 
gation to God, without whose 
blessings we should sow and 
plant in vain. In a word, he 
will endeavor always so to speak 
as may most effectually convey 
the impression, that God is the 
sole author of all good; that he 
is the great agent in the world ; 
and that his favor should be 
sought as the chief happiness of 
man. ‘Thus will he speak to the 
glory of God. Thus will he 
shew forth as he ought to do the 
praise of hisname. “ He will 
speak of the glory of his king- 
dom, and talk of his power, to 
make known to the sons of men 
his mighty acts, and the glorious 
majesty of his kingdom.” 


ON ** FORGETTING THOSE THINGS 


WHICH ARE BEHIND.’ 


THE example of the apostle 
Paul is much to be regarded. 
As an apostle he was diligent in 
the important work on which he 
was sent ; and, as a christian, he 
had made eminent progress in the 
divine life. He could say, that 
he had labored more abundantly 
than the other apostles; and that 
the law. of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus, had made him free 
from the law of sin and death. 

Yet he was humble. He told 
his christian brethren, (Philip. iii. 
13.) that “ he counted not him- 
self to have apprehended,” and 
that ‘the forgot those things 
which were behind.” So far 
from thinking that he had laid 
hold on perfection, or done e- 
nough for the glory of God, for 
the conversion of sinners, and for 
promoting holiness m his own 
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heart and life, he rather thought 
as if he had done nothing at all. 
He lost the remembrance of what 
was past, when he considered the 
farther degrees of usefulness, and 
of spiritual excellency which he 
ought to attain. 

He had now been about thirty 
years a converted christian, and 
a zealous and successful apostle. 
He had been the instrument of 
planting churches in many pla- 
ces. He had endured, in the 
prosecution of his ministry, innu- 
merable hardships and persecu- 
tions. He was now a prisoner at 
Rome for the sake of Christ and 


of his gospel. And what might 


still more have excited him to an 
immoderate opinion of his own 
excellency, if he would have al- 
lowed himself to entertain it, or 
rather, if his divine Master had 
not graciously prevented him, 
were those extraordinary revela- 
tions and heavenly visions with 
which he had been favored. His 
humility, in such circumstances, 
may well put our pride out of 
countenance. It should make us 
ashamed of our aptness to boast 
of our own doings. 

For what after all, even in our 

est estate, is the excellency to 
which we can pretend? Have 
we been enabled to subdue a sin- 
ful desire ? So far it is well. But 
often it may be only in so far sub- 
dued, as that it does not reign o- 
ver us, or lead us captive at its 
pleasure. 

Have we acquired a supreme 
love to God, and a delight in his 
commandments ? It will be the 
ase if we be real christians. But 
now cool is our love to God, in 
cmparison with what it ought to 
be? And how often is our de- 
light in his ways thwarted and 
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diminished by sinful emotions 
which we find within us ? 

Are we happy in having a well 
grounded reliance upon Christ, 
as the assured Saviour of our 
souls? But is it never weakened 
by our remains of unbelief ? Is it 
never rendered wavering, by our 
natural proneness to trust to our 
own imperfect righteousness, and 


to the strength of our own pious 


resolutions, rather than to the 
merits and powerful grace of our 
Redeemer ? Surely A are S€a¢ 
sons, when even the best chris- 
tians may be saying, ‘* Lord, in- 
crease our faith; we believe, help 
thou our unbelief.” 

But are we good members of- 
society, and eminently useful in 
the world ? Are we doing many 
things for the glory of God and 
the welfare of our fellow crea- 
tures? It is a matter of great 
thankfulness when we are enabled 
to be abounding in the work of 
the Lord. But are we certain 
that we are therein never in any 
degree influenced by an undue 
cesire of gaining the applause of 
men, and by other mean and self- 
ish, or earthly considerations ? 

Our pious zeal may be fervent 
and well intended ; but may of- 
ten be misguided as to its imme- 
diate object. Perhaps, unknown 
to ourselves, it may be mixed 
with pride and other hateful pas- 
sions, and thereby prove injuri- 
ous and disgraceful to the cause 
which we justly wish should be 
promoted. 

If we be indeed risen with 
Christ to a newness of life, we 
will be seeking the things which 
are above. Our hearts will be 
where our treasureis. Butis our 
heavenly mindedness never im- 
paired by the love which we stil! 
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bear to our worldly enjoyments ? 
Does the corruptible body, with 
its concerns, never weigh down 
our souls when they are rising in 
prayer to God? Does it never 
obscure and oppress our thoughts 
when we had hoped, freely and 
with pleasure, to indulge in med- 
itating on spiritual and divine 
things ? 

If such defects belong to our 
present religious attainments, we 
ought not to be fully satisfied, or 
to boast, as if we were already 
perfect. We come far short of 
that pure and exalted excellency 
which the law of God requires. 
And even though we should have 
attained an entire conformity to 
his revealed will, which we never 
can be said to do while we con- 
tinue in this world, still it would 
become us to be humble ; we 
could, in that case, plead no merit 
in his sight ; for what can we 
have that is not received from 
him ? And, if we received it, 
why should we glory in our- 
selves, as if we had received it 
not ? 

But when the apostle speaks of 
his “ forgetting those things that 
were behind,”’ he 1s not to be un- 
derstood to mean, that he literal- 
ly forgot, or had utterly lost all 
manner of remembrance of his 
former services and acquisitions. 
Oftener than once, he found him- 
self obliged to enumerate many 
of them, in order to repel the cal- 
umnies which his invidious ene- 
mies were casting upon him. On 
these occasions he could appeal 
to God for the truth of what he 
was saying: * The God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is blessed for evermore, 
knoweth thatI lie not.” And 
from the view he had taken, he 


& 


felt encouragement to say, “ For 
to me to live is Christ,’”? or what 
will tend tothe glory of the Re- 
deemer, ‘ and to die is gain.” 

The forgetfulness he meant, 
was similar to that of which a 
person has the experience, who is 
eager in running a race. He 
has not the remembrance of the 
ground he has passed over so 
much upon his mind, as to in- 
duce him to lessen his speed, or 
to think that he has done enough 
for obtaining the prize. He may ° 
be said to forget what is behind, 
because what is to come is princi- 
pally in his thoughts. 

It is true, that the sincere peo- 
ple of God are not required to 
think themselves worse than what 
they really are. They are not 
prohibited from taking comfort 
in the evidences which they have 
of the reality of grace within 
them, and of the progress of their 
sanctification. On the contrary, 
they are exhorted to examine 
themselves, whether they be in 
the faith, to prove their own 
selves, and to know themselves, 
how that Jesus Christ is in them, 


_ except they be reprobates. They 


are authorised to reckon it a mat. 
ter of gladness, when their con- 
Sciences bear testimony, that in 
simplicity and godly sincerity, 


‘not with fleshly wisdom, but by 
the grace of God, they have their 


conversation in the world. They 
may rejoice in the assurance 
which they have, of their being 
the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

But their seeing these eviden- 
ces ought not to make them to 
relax their diligence, or to cease 
from entertaining low thoughts 
of themselves. [In so far as this 
may be the effect, it is a certain 
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sign that they have indulged too 
much their self-complacency, and 
that it is more than time that their 
attention should be turned to 
what is before them. 

They have not yet arrived at a 
sinless perfection. There are sin- 
ful deficiencies even in the best 
things which they have done.— 
Therefore their dependance for 
their acceptance with God ought 
not to be proudly placed on their 
own imaginary worth, but on the 
spotless righteousness of their 
Redeemer. Bui as the special 
gifts and calling of God are with- 
out repentance, they may humbly 
hope that the same grace which 
they ‘have hitherto experienced, 
will be continued with them, till 
it bring them to glory. 

It is a delightful consideration, 
that though Christians, who are 
in the habit of doing well, literal- 
ly forget many of their good 
deeds, which they have been ena- 
bled to perform so easily as if 
their left hand did not know what 
their right hand was doing, yet 
the Lord has not forgot them, 
and will again bring them to their 
remembrance. «An agreeable 
surprise is awaiting his people.— 
“Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungred, or thirsty, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, 
and came untothee ?’ But the 
explanation from our judge is, 
“Tnasmuch as ye have done it 

ato one of the least of these my 
vrethren, ye have done it unto 
me”? 

A book of remembrance is 
Written before him, for them that 
ear the Lord, and think upon his 
ame. Our merciful Father, in 
hrist Jesus, is not unrighteous 
°torget the works of faith, and 
abor of love which have bee? ac- 
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complished, though with much 
weakness, by his dear children. 
Let us then be doing good.— 
And why should we be solicitous 
that our good may be seen of 
men, merely that it may be reg- 
istered in their memory to our 
commendation ? It is enough that 
our heavenly Father is in secret, 
and seeth in secret, and hath said, 
that, in due season, he will re- 
ward us openly. Ch. Mon. 
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DR. JAMES COGSWELL, 


LATE PASTOR OF A CHURCH IN WIND© 
HAM, 

DR. COGSWELL died at 
the house of his son, Dr. Mason 
Fitch Cogswell, in Hartford, on 
the 2d of January, 1807, at the 
age of 87 years. After he had 
become incapable, through age, 
of discharging the duties of the 
ministry, he was removed to the 
family of his son, where, until his 
death, he was cherished with the 
most filial affection. His decline, 
which was gradual, through eve- 
ry period, was marked with piety 
and devotion corresponding to his 
past character. ‘Towards the 
close of life he had peculiar com- 
forts from the doctrines of the 
gospel, and said, that if he had 
a thousand lives to spend, they 
should be devoted to the service 
ot his divine Master, whose name 
and doctrines, through his whole 
life, he had endeavored to preach. 
In his last hours, his mind be- 
came equally debilitated with 
his body.—On the evening be- 
fore his death, according to cus- 


tom, a neighboring clergyman 


visited him, and said, how do 
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you do, sir, thisevening ? He re- 
plied, I do not know you. It is 
Mr. ——, youknow him. He 
answered no; Ido not remem- 
ber any Mr. In the fam- 
ily there was a child to which he 
was particularly attached, and 
used to call her his little darling. 
The next question was, Do you 
not remember your little dar- 
ling? No, I do not know that I 
have any little darling. His 
son, Doctor Cogswell was in the 
room and came to the bed-side. 
He was then asked, Do you not 
remember your son Mason ? to 
which he replied, No, 1 do not 
remember that I have a son Ma- 
son. After a selemn pause, he 
was asked, Do you not remember 
the Lord Jesus Christ? On 
which his eyes brightened, al- 
though in approaching death, 
and attempting to lift his hands, 
he said, * O yes, I do, I do, I re- 
mrember the Lord Jesus Christ, 
he is my Lord and my God, by 
whom I hope to be saved ;” and 
he then repeated the doxologies 
in long, common, and short me- 
tre, as they are written by Doc- 
tor Watts. After which he 
spake little until his death. 
Reader, consider the faith of 
a christian! Can you, after you 
have forgotten your christian 
friends, your children, and your- 
self, say, “O yes, I remember 
the Lord Jesus Christ, he is my 
Lord and my God, by whom I 
hope to be saved!” An instance 
of stronger christian faith can 
scarcely be conceived. So long 
as a christian remains in the 
body, although all earthly things 
are withdrawn from his recollec- 
tion, he remembers the divine 
Lord whom he hath served. It 
also proves, that our gracious 
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Redeemer withdraws not his 
Spirit from his precious saints, 
when they can no longer behold a 
perisning world. O that my 
death may be the death of the 
righteous, and that my last end 
may be like his ! 


—--——_— 


TFHE USEFUL REPROOF. 


Mr. Henry Staples, a holy 
minister of the seventeenth cen. 
tury, had a remarkable talent for 
religious conversation. Wherev- 
er he visited, he used to drop 
some useful words, and, even on 
the road he would often speak tc 
Strangers concerning the affairs 
of their souls. Having occasion 
to attend the assizes at Molingar, 
in Jreland, a profane butcher oc- 
cupied a stall just under his win- 
dow at the inn. Mr. Staples, 
hearing him swear, opened the 
casement, reproved him, and shut 
it again. The butcher continv- 
ing to multiply his oaths, Mr. 
Staples set the window open, 
that he might the more readily 
continue his reproofs, which at 
first he entertained with all ima- 
ginable contempt. At length 
however, Mr. Staples observed 
that the butcher whenever he 
dropt an oath, looked up to see 
whether Mr. Staples noticed :t. 
This encouraged him to persist 
in his reproofs, which he did to 
good purpose; for not only + 
present reformation took place, 
but the man was led into serious 
reflection on his ways, and a 
change was produced. Some 
time after, when Mr. Staples 
came that way, he paid him the 
greatest respect, confessed his past 
folly, and thanked him for his 
kind reproof. ‘To another pet- 
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son he said, “* This good man has 
saved my soul from hell! 


a me 


CURE FOR PEEVISHNESS. 


He who would wish to main« 
tain happiness through life, must 
elevate his mind above those lit- 
tle trifling vexations incident to 
all. A person having behaved 
very rudely to Mr. Boswell, he 
went to Dr. Johnson, and talked 
of it as a serious distress.. Dr. 
Johnson laughed, ard said, * Con- 
sider, sir, how insignificant this will 
appear twelve months hence.” — 
Were this consideration (says 


Mr. B.) applied #0 most of the 
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little vexations of life, by which 
our quiet is too often disturbed, 
it would prevent many painful 
sensations. I have tried it fre- 
quently, and with good effect. 


CONTENTMENT. 


One saying to a philosopher, 
“ Couldest thou but please Dio- 


nysius, thou needest not eat herbs . 


and roots ;’’ the philosopher an- 
swered; ** Couldest thou but eat 
herbs and roots, thou needest not 
please Dionysius.” To the hum- 
ble-minded, temptations to great- 
ness, are no great temptations. 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


—— Soin = anin=>— 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN MARLBOROUGH. 


Ir has been, several times, 
suggested, that many of the rea- 
ders of the Adviser wish to see 
accounts of those revivals of re- 
ligion, which, from time to time, 
takeplace. As the works of God 
are great, and sought cut of all who 
take pleasure in them, it seems de- 
sirable, especially, that the mem- 
ory of his glorious works of sanc- 
tification and salvation should be 
preserved, for his honor, and for 
the benefit of the present and fu- 
ture generations. Itis hoped it 
may be for his glory, to record 
what, in his mercy, he has been 
pleased to do for us in this place. 

I will just remark, that, in the 
autumn of the year 1801, there 
appeared a Special attention to 
teligion in the minds of a consid. 
2) 


erable number among us. This 
continued, and extended through 
the next year, and part of the 
year 1803. The work was calm 
and gradual, and the accession to 
the church, in that period, was 
between GO and 70; the number 
of families in the society, about 
140. Some account of it was 
published near that time. , From 
that season, for five years, there 
were but 12 who made a public 
profession of religion. 

Towards the close of the year 
1808, it pleased God again to di- 
rect the attention of some to the 
all important concerns of their 
souls. Meetings for prayer, and 
other religious exercises, which 
had been discontinued, were revi- 
ved. The seriousness increased, 





e 


ee 
~~ 























218. Revival®f Religion in Marlboro’. 


radually, through the winter.— 
a the month of March, the term 
of several Schools having expir- 
éd, some scholars came from sev- 
eral districts, to a school, which 
was not finished. About this 
time, the minds of several of the 
scholars became seriously impres- 
sed, and within two or three 
days the whole school appeared 
to be rendered solemn. I soon 
heard of 1t, and visited the school, 
and a more solemn, and attentive 
assembly ] have never seen, from 
the greatest of them to the least. 
The still and eager attention to 
instruction which appeared in ev- 
ery ene, was affecting and encour- 
aging. . It appears probable, 
however, that the apparent solem- 
nity of some, especially of the 
youngest, was merely a matter 
of sympathy. But by the great- 
er part, all diversions were laid 
aside, and the intermediate sea- 
sons between school hours, were 
employed in reading and religious 
conversation. So much were 
their minds engrossed, that they 
appeared incapable of attending, 
with any advantage, to their usu- 
al course of school exercises, and 
little else was done in the school, 
than reading the bible, and other 
religious books. Several young 
persons, in different parts of the 
town, hearing of what was pass- 
ing, were desirous of attending 
the school, and some brought 
with them, or there received im- 
pressions, which have hitherto 
been abidin But afew days e- 
lapsed before the school ended, 
and numbers of the scholars 
whose attention had been excit- 
ed, sunk into their former stupid- 
ity. Sixteen or seventeen of 
them obtained a hope of their 
conversion to God; thirteen 
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have joined this church, by a 
public profession of religion ; se- 
veral are so young that it has not 
been thought advisable to en- 
courage them to do it, at pres- 
ent. ‘Tt having been so ordered, 
in providence, | that youth from 
several parts of the town should 
attend that school, just at that 
time, appears to have been the 
means of extending the work. 
The whole number, which have 
joined this church, during this 
last revival, is 36; some have u- 
nited with other denominations, 
and some, who entertain a hope 
of the renovation of their hearts, 
have, for various reasons, been 
hitherto prevented from making 
a public profession. 

Nothing particularly distin- 
guishing, has been observed as 
attending this work. The exer- 
cises of thcse under conviction, 
were, for the most part, such as 
we have seen related of others in 
similar situations. In general, 


though they expressed a sense of 


their desert of eternal wrath, 

their terrors did not appear to be 
, . . 

great. They did not seem so 


much oppressed with the fear of 


eternal death, as witha sense oi 
the plague of their own hearts, 
which they found to be deceitful, 
destitute of all o ood, and oppos- 
edto God and holiness. Wher, 
to others, ‘they.appeared deeply 
convicted, they often though: 
themselves quite stupid, and voic 
of conviction, and they trembled 


lest they should be wholly left i 


their hardness and insens ibility. 
In the last stages of their convic- 
tion, before they obtained any re- 
lief, numbers of them 


of their selfishness in all they had 
been d OIne. This led them te 






seemed. 
quite overwhelmed with a view 























guit their fond hold of their own 
works, and to see themselves vile, 
and guilty in those very things 
by which they had before hoped 
to obtain favor and acceptance 
atthe hand of God. How could 
they hope God would regard 
them, so long as they had no re- 
gard to him, and all their pre- 
tended services were only to ob- 
tain relicf for themselves. Several, 
after they appeared to have re- 
ceived some spiritual light and 
consolation, yet saw so much of 
this evil remaining, that, for a 
long time, they hardly dared to 
entertain a hope that their hearts 
were changed. Those who have 
been hopeful subjects of renew- 
ing grace, have not appeared con- 
fident of their good estate ; but a- 
ware of the deceitfulness of their 
own hearts, have been fearful of 
being deceived, disposed to ex- 
amine the ground of their hope, 
and solicitous' to know what is 
real evidence of true religion. 
They have not been hasty in ma- 
king a public profession; and 
have come forward with trem. 
bling, expressing a conviction of 
their duty, and of the privilege 
of being admitted to the ordi- 
nances of the gospel ;_ but fear- 
ing, thatthey should not come in 
an acceptable manner, and should 
dishonor, rather than _ glorify 
God. 

The work has not been so ex- 
tensive here, as in many places ; 
but God has done good for us in- 
finitely beyond our desert ; and 
we would not despise the day of 
small things. | Nay, it would be 
criminal to consider the conver- 
sion even of one soul aS a small 
thing. tis enough to cause joy 
through all heaven ; and we will 
rejoice in what God has wrought, 
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even here ; and desire gladly to 
unite our praises with saints on 
earth, and with those around the 
throne, for the more abundant 
displays of his grace in other pla- 
ces. But we have reason to be 
humbled and seilf-abased for our 
ingratitude, our unfaithfulness 
and unfruitfulness under the Kind 
visitation of heaven, by which we 
have grieved the Spirit, so that he 
now withholds his convincing 
and renewing influence. The 
glory is departing ! Some, we 
trust, are sealed to the day of re- 
deinption ; but ah, how many 
are left in the gall of bitterness, 
under sentence to eternal death ! 
If we have praying souls among 
us, may God excite them to pray, 
and may every pious reader lift 
up an ejaculation, that God 
would revive us again, for his 
name’s sake, 

Gersuomu C. Lyman. 
Marlboro’, May 12th, 1810. 
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& NARRATIVE 


OF THE 


STATE OF RELIGION 


Within the bounds of the GenzrRay 
AsseEMBLY of the Presbyterian 
Church, in the United States of A- 
merica, during the period of time 
intervening betweem May, 1809, 
and May, 1810, 


The Committee appointed to collect and 
digest into a connected narrative, 
the information received in the free 
conversation concerning the state of 
Religion, submit the following re- 
pert: 

THE General Assembly 
having heard a _ narrative 
of the state of religion within 
their bounds, are happy m hav- 
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ing the opportunity of publishing 
an abstract of it, for the intorma- 
tion of the churches under their 
care. And we begin with 
thanksgiving to the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, for 
that grace with which it has 
pleased him to visit a goodly 
number of our churches., In 
Many instances the arm of the 
Lord has been made bare ; the 


- prince of peace has displayed the 


power and glory of his grace, in 
the edification of his people, and 
the conversion of sinners, ‘ Not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but unto thy name be the glory.” 

The state of the church upon 
the whole is favorable; and in 
pig sal parts, the Spirit of God 

as been poured out in copious 
effusions. In many towns with- 
in the bounds of our sister chur- 
ches tn Connecticut, Verment, 
Massachusetts and New-Hamp- 
shire, the Gospel of Christ is seen 
to be the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God to salvation. Zion 
is there putting on her beautiful 
garments 3 there, is flowing with 
a full stream that river which 
makes gtad the city of our God ; 
and the great shepherd is leading 
his flock to the green pastures, by 
the living waters. 

Advancing towards the south, 
we see the foot-steps of our glo- 
rious Redeemer, within the 
bounds of the Presbyteries of 
Long-Island, Hudson, and New- 
York. Jesus shows that he is a- 
ble to save, even to the utter- 
most, by the conversion of old 
and hardened sinners, of open, a- 
vowed unbelievers, and of aban- 
doned profligates,. ‘The slaves 
of Satan are delivered from their 
hondage, and admitted into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of 
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God. . In the western parts of 
the state of New-York, particu. 
larly in the newly settled regions, 
the progress of religion has been 
great ; that desert buds and blos- 
soms as the rose, and promises, 
under the auspices of grace, to 
become as the garden of the 
Lord. It is mentioned as a 
proof of this, that in the space of 
eleven years, the number of mia- 
isters of Jesus, in that country, 
has fncreased from two to nearly 
fifty. 

Although the revival in New- 
Jersey, of which the Assembly 
made report to the churches last 
year, has, in some degree, decline« 
ed, yet we are delighted to hear 
that the precious fruits of it re- 
main; that apostacies are very 
rare; that they who name the 
name of Christ, appear generally 
to walk worthy of their vecation ; 
and that, although the harvest 
seems for the present to be past, 
yet still, in many places, the 
gleanings are considerahle. 

In the Presbytery of Philadel. 
phia the work of the Lord goes 
on, in the congregations of Cape- 
May, and Fairfield. Many souls 

are there brought from darkness 
to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God. 

There are tidings also from 

some parts of the Presbytery of 
3altimore, which make glad the 
hearts of the friends of Zion. 

‘The Assembly are happy to 
Jearn that the fruits of the great 
revival in some of the Southern 
States, which took place several 
years ago, still remain; that 
there, also, apostacies are very 
rare, and professors of religion 
appear to have their conversation 
in heaven. In some instances 
professional characters, formerly 
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notorious for their adherence to 
the principles of infidelity, and 
for inattention to the duties of re- 
ligion and morality, are now 
found publicly manifesting their 
attachment to the friends and the 
doctrines of christianity 

Vith pleasure we have receiv- 
ed the information, that several 
Seminaries of learning have been 
favored with the special grace of 
God ; and some of those youth 
who are.expected hereafter to in- 
fluence public opinion and senti- 
ment, have bocome disciples of a 
crucified Redeemer. 

In addition to this general 
view of the good things which 
God has done for us, it is remar- 
ked, that the missionaries em- 
ployed by the General Assem- 
bly, and by other missionary 
bodies within their bounds, have 
performed their services with fi- 
delity, and, in several instances, 
with considerable success. ‘The 
gospel has been carried to desti- 
tute places, and the sun of right- 
eousness has risen, with healing 
under his wings, upon some of 
the dark and benighted regions 
of our wilderness. A goodly 
number of churches have been 
organized during the year past ; 
and now in several places there is 
an earnest cry for the stated 
preaching of the gospel, where 
ten years ago there were none 
who cared for these things. The 
missions to the poor blacks in our 
country, have also been, in some 
degree, blest by the head of the 
church, and even the heart of 
the savage has been melted by 
the all-subduing grace of God. 

It is pleasing also to remark, 
that in some places, where infi- 
delity appeared to have built her 
stone holds, the doctrine of 
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Christ crucified has triumphed. 
The impious heresy of socinian- 
ism, which reduces to the level of 
amere man our blessed Lord 
and Savior, has been also in some 
instances considerably diminished. 

The Assembly cannot forbear 
mentioning here, with great sat- 
isfaction, the institution of seve- 
ral Bible Societies, in addition to 
the one established nearly two 
years ago, in Philadelphia. We 
thank God that he has put it in- 
to the hearts of the pious and be- 
nevolent of various denomina- 
tions, to devise and furnish the 
means of sending the scriptures, 
which alone are able to make 
men wise unto salvation, to the 
poor and needy. And we ans 
ticipate with joy, the happy effects 
which it 1s hoped will result from 
these institutions. Itis our most 
ardent prayer that they may be 
encreased, until all who dwell 
upon the earth, shall be favored 
with the word of God, the only in- 
fallible rule of faith and practice. 

‘The Assembly also acknowl- 
edge, with joy, the goodness of 
God in checking the progress of 
the errors, and healing the divis- 
ions which have prevailed for 
some years, in a few of the west- 
ern churches. 

in producing the happy effects 
which have been just detailed, 
God has done honor to his word 
and ordinances. As the Assem- 
bly cannot recognize as genuine 
any work in the hearts of men, 
bearing the name of religion, but 
that which is produced by the in- 
strumentality of truth, acknowl- 
edges & honors that truth, so they 
observe as usual, a confirmation 
of this great principle in the re- 
ports concerning the state of re- 
ligion, at the present sessions. 
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In those parts of the church, 
without exception, in which Vital 
religion has flourished, in the 
course of the last year, the funda- 
mental doctrines of the gospel ; 
viz. the roraL LEPRAVITY of buman 
naiure, the Divinity and ATONE- 
mene of Jesus Christ, JUSTIFICA- 
TION BY KIS IMPUTED RIGHTE- 
OusNESS, the sovEREIGNTY and 
FREENESS of divine grace, and the 
SPECIAL inFLuENCcES of the Holy 
Spirit in the regeneration and santti- 
fiation of sinners, have been decid- 
edly received and honored. 

The means, in addition to the 
preaching of the word, which 
God has owned and blessed, are, 
catechising and prayer meetings. 
And the Assembly hail it as an 
auspicious omen, that, upon ma- 
ny of his people and churches, 
God has poured out a spirit of 
grace and supplication. We re- 


joice in being able to say, that 
praying societies have considera- 
bly increased in the last twelve 


months. Let those who have 
been favored with the effusions of 
the Holy Spirit, persevere with 
increasing diligence in the use of 
those means which it has pleased 
God to bless: and let those who 
are still in a stave of languor and 
coldness, remember, that it is on- 
ly in the diligent use of the means 
appointed by God, that they can 
expect to obtain his blessing — 
We recommend this the more 
earnestly, dear brethren, because, 
although the state of the church, 

on the whole, is prospering, yet 
in some very extensive and popu- 
Jous regions of our country, re- 
ligion declines, errors prevail, 
vice abounds, and souls are per- 
tshing. Let the friends of Jesus, 
througheut our land, united in 
one purpose, and animated by 


Otaheite. 
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one spirit, rise to more vigorous 
exertions for the promotion of 
vital piety. Let their time, and 
their talents, and their all, be de- 
voted to the cause of God and of 
Christ. God has done and 
promised enough, to encourage 
our hopes, and animate our la- 
bors. The time is approaching, 
when Jesus will come in the glo- 
ry and majesty of his grace ; 
proceed from conquest to con- 
quest, and fill the ee earth 
with his salvation. Try then, . 
brethren, the utmost efficacy of 
prayer, and let every soul with 
fervor cry, even so, come quickly, 


Lord Jesus ! Amen. 
Attest, J. Je JANEWAY, 
Stated Clerk. 


Ch. Mag. 
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From the seligious Monitor for Yan. 
uary, 1810. 
OTAHEITE. 

WE are extremely concerned 
to state, that from letters receiv- 
ed by the Directors from Hua- 
heine, an island in the South Sea, 
and from Sydney, New South 
Wales, it appears, that in conse- 
quence of a very serious war, 
which had broken out in Ota- 
heite,the greater part of the Mis- 
sionaries, for their safety, had 
thought it necessary to retire to a 
neighboring island, about sixteen 
leagues distant, where they were 
received in a friendly manner ; 
some of them having visited that 
island before. Faur brethren, 
however, continued at Otaheite ; 
but were expected to follow them. 

The Letter from the Missiona- 
ries is very short ; being written 
immediately on ‘their arrival at 
Huaheine, in the midst of their 
hurry in landing their goods, and 
the vessel being on the point of 
departure. 
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Extract of a letter from the Society of 
Missionaries tothe Directors. 


‘¢ Huaheine, Nov. 12, 1808. 


« Honored Fathers and Brethren, 

«You will, perhaps, at first sight 
ye ready to inquire into the cause of 
ihis being dated from Huaheine. We 
nre sorry that time and circumstances 
will not allow us to enter into partic- 
ulars. 

«« The cause of our removal is a se- 
rious war in Taheite ; and that, such 
as will, in all probability, end in the 
dissolution of Pomarre’s government, 
and ihe total overthrow of his author- 
ity. 

‘We arrived here yesterday, and 
are just now getting our things on 
shore ; and the vessel is ready to sail. 
We hope soon to find an opportunity 
to relate minutely the circumstances 
which led to our removal to this isl- 
and. Your single brethren, viz. Hay- 
ward, Scott, Nott, and Wilson, are 
still at Taheite ; but may soon, prob- 
ably, join us here. 

««The chiefs of this island received 
us kindly. Shonld we meet with en- 
couragement, and some more Mission- 
aries come to join us, we may, per- 
haps, attempt a mission at Ulitea, un- 
der the protection of Tapoa. 

‘‘ Praying that the Lord may over- 
tule this unexpected event, and to us 
painful dispensation, for the further 


good of the missionary cause, we re- 
main, &c. JOHN DAVIES, 


lor the Society of Missionaries.’ 


This event, discouraging as it 
may at first sight appear, may e- 
ventually prove, as the Missiona- 
ries themselves intimate, the 
means of more extensive advan- 
tage to the South Sea Mission. 
Providence has now separated 
the Missionaries ; and, as it was 
in the beginning, ‘when the breth- 
ten, Scattered by the persecution 
at Jerusalem, went to various o- 
ther places, preaching the word ; 
0, we hope, these brethren, hav- 
ing long labored among the Ta- 
heitans with, little apparent’ suc- 
“€ss, May now find a people pre- 
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pared of the Lord, in some of 
the adjacent islands, more ready 
to receive the word of life and 
salvation. : 

When the war broke out, the 
brig Perseverance, from Sydney, 
in New South Wales, was in the 
bay of Matavai: she was detain- 
ed 48 hours by the earnest re- 
quest of the Missionaries, and 
took them with their property, 
on board. They left Otaheite 
about noon, Nov. 10; and an- 
chored in the harbor of Huahe- 
ine, about noon the next day. 

A letter from the Missicnaries, 

ated that day, to Mr. Campbell, 
of Sydney, one of the owners of 
the brig Perseverance, has the 
following passage : 

““'You will observe that this is 
dated from Huzheine ; a dange- 
rous rebellion having taken place 
in l'aheite, we were under the 
necessity of availing ourselves of 
the assistance of the Perseverance, 
to remove most of us to thi: 
place. The detention of the ves- 
sel for 48 hours, and our passage 
hither, you will learn from Mr. 
Keirumgurrd’s (the captain) p2- 
pers. The charges, &c. we leave 
to the owners of the vessel, who 
will have to judge of all the cir. 
cumstances ; and, we doubt not, 
will be actuated by motives of 
justice, humanity, and honor.”” 

By another letter from Mr. 
Campbell, dated Sydney, New 
South Wales, March 4, 1809, we 
find, that the owners had the 
goodness to decline making any 
charge for their passage : buthe 
adds, “*T am extremely concern- 
ed for the loss of the Paramatta, 
that sailed from this port about a 
twelve month ago; by which 
conveyance supplies were sent to 
the Missionaries, which amount. 
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ed to 165/. as stated in my last 
and present account.” 

The Missionaries, however, re- 
ceived some few necessaries from 
the brig Perseverance, with a ca- 
boose for cooking their food.— 
Further particulars may be ex- 
pected by the first opportunity ; 
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and we cannot but indulge a 
hope, that, under the direction of 
infinite wisdom and goodness, all 
the “things which have happen. 
ed, have fallen out for the fur. 
therance of the gospel in the 
southern islands.” ; 
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Fatse teachers described ; a ser- 
mon, delivered at Thetford, Lord’s 
day, Dec. 24:h, 1809. By Asa Bur- 
ton, D. D, pastor of the Church of 
Christin Thetford. Printed by par- 
ticular request. ‘* There were false 
prophets among the people, even as 
there shall be false teachers among 
you; and many shall follow their 
pernicious ways, by reason of whom 
the way of truth shal! be evil spoken 
of.",—Apostie Peter. Montpelier ; 
Samuel Goss, 1810. 


A Sermon, delivered Apri! 10,1810, 
at the ordination of the Rev. Daniel 
Hackel, as pastor of a church in 
Burlington. By John Hough, pastor 
of the church in Vergennes, Bur. 
lington ; Samuel Mills. 1810. 

A Sermon, preached at the ordi. 
nation of Rev. Samuel Clark, tothe 
pastoral care of the first congrega- 
tional society in Burlington, April 
19,1810. By Wm. Emerson, pastor 
of the First church in Boston. Bur. 
lington 5 Samuei Mills. 1819, 
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HYMN, 


Composed by Dr. Hawkesworth, about 
a month before his deata. 


IN sleep’s serene oblivion laid, 
I safely pass’d the silent night, 
At once I see the breaking shade, 
Aud drink again the morning light. 
New born I bless the waking hour, 
Once mofe with awe rejoice to de ; 
My conscious soul resumes her pow- 
er, [ thee. 
And springs, my gracious God, to 
O. guide me thro’ the various maze, 
My doubtful feet are doom'd to 
tread ; 


And spread thy shield’s protecting 
blaze, 

When dangers press around my 
head. 


A deeper shade will soon impend, 
A deeper sleép my eves oppress - 
Yet still thy strength shall me de- 
fend, 
Thy goodness still shall deign te 
bless. 
That deeper shade shall fade away, 
That deeper sleep shall leave my 
eyes ; 
Thy light shall give eternal day ‘ 
‘Lhy love the rapture of the skies. 
Chris. O6s. 
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